It was during the sixteen years that he spent in Santander when Javier developed his personality as a mathematician; a quick look at the list of his publications clearly shows his belonging to a transition generation within Spanish mathematics, from a time when publishing in the international journals or even publishing at all was not generally regarded as one of the criteria for professional recognition within the university, to the present international standards of "publish in English or perish". Javier contributed his share to this trend with his mathematical publications and his ability to build and maintain professional contacts with mathematicians with similar research interests around the world.
Javier managed to arrive at a difficult balance between his research and teaching dedications. During his academic life, he taught all kinds and levels of courses in Analysis and would teach Algebra or Geometry if necessary, always with the same respect on the part of the students. He was a rigorous and fair grader, according to his own students; after his death, groups of students wrote warm letters about him in the local papers.
During the last years he became involved in academic management, much to our surprise, since he had always kept a low profile in that respect. The Thesis, whose advisor was V. Onieva.
The case a) was studied in [1] under the additional hypothesis that E and F were pseudoreflexive spaces (i.e., the canonical maps JE : E --~ E" and JF : F --~ F" are linear isometries from E into E" and from F into F"). For Apart from the usefulness of Theorem 1 for the study of the states of operators between non-archimedean normed spaces, this result was also applied in [23] (However, if K .is not spherically complete the properties "T is semi-Fredholm" and "T is Tauberian" are independent, see [23] [34] (for normed spaces) and in [43] (for general Hausdorff locally convex spaces).
Other properties of compact and semicompact operators T on non-archimedean normed spaces E, F over K were studied in [47] . The aim of this paper is to examine the connection between this kind of operators, their approximation numbers an(T) = A E L(E, F), dim R(A) n} (n E N) introduced by A.K. Katsaras in 1988, and their Kolmogorov diameters 03B4*n(T(BE)) introduced by A.K. Katsaras and J. Martinez-Maurica in [41] (if B C F is bounded, = inf{r >0:~CG+{.r6F: : r}, G linear subspace of F, dim G n}; for several descriptions of these diameters see [41] homeomorphism h from X onto X and an a E C(X), Ea(~)~ ~ 1, such that = a(x)f(h(x)), for every ~ E X, f E C(X)). Moreover, the set of all surjective isometries T : C(X) --~ C(X) which are not Banach-Stone maps, is dense in the Banach space of all surjective isometries from C(X) onto C(X) (this last space normed with the norm induced by the usual one in the space L(C(X), C(~))~T Moreover, the study of ultrametric spaces without any underlying vectorial structure was another of the subjects in which J. Martinez-Maurica had interesting contributions.
In [25] and [27] of power series (see [13] , [20] and [35] 
